Summer Advance Youth Leadership Academy
Biographies
Below are biographies of people and organizations that the students interviewed throughout the six week Summer Advance Youth Leadership Academy. Our goals were to learn more about some of the resources within the Germantown community, illustrate their array of services, and present them in a manner that may influence the reader to appreciate resources within their reach.


	Mr. Reggie Byers is a very talented artist, outstanding cartoonist and a magnificent art teacher. He is an artistic person who will be teaching art at an elementary school called F.L.C.A. which is located in Germantown. He has been creating art since he was a kid and now is a professional artist.
	Mr. Byers was inspired by watching cartoons during his childhood.  As a result, he has created his own magazine called Kids of the King which has been picked up by a production company in Chicago. If all goes according to plan, his work will be viewed across the country as a cartoon television series. 
	Mr. Byers is an encouraging artist committed to supporting the goodness within young people.  When asked what recommendations he had for up and coming artists, he suggested for them to read lots of books, never turn down opportunities, and take business courses. Furthermore, he proclaimed that youth interested in the art needed to obtain an education at institutions of higher education that will increase their abilities in their area of interests.
	A resident of Germantown community, Mr. Byers services include murals (in schools, homes, and businesses) air brushing, and illustrating books. For more information, please contact Mr. Reggie Byers at http://reggiebyers.t83.net/# or kidsofthekings@gmail.com

Samuel Byrd is a fine arts painter, an abstract painter, illustrator of seven children’s book, portrait painter and a muralist.  He resides in Germantown and works from home. You may have seen some of his murals in schools, YMCA’s and some even adorn many walls throughout the City of Brotherly Love. He is most well known for his 911 murals in West Philadelphia.
Even though the Temptation Banquet Facility houses several of his pieces, his work can be found in galleries across the country. His favorite mediums are graphite and acrylic paint.  
For further information regarding purchasing his artwork and future gallery shows, you may reach Samuel Byrd at 215-849-3353. 


Mr. Jackson works as a Prevention Specialist with the Philadelphia Anti – Drug, Anti Violence Network. Primarily, he educates young people about the dangers of drug usage, gang violence, and sexual issues. Mr. Jackson has worked as an interventionist and prevention specialist for ten years. His job is to reach young people regardless of where they convene i.e. schools, communities, churches, hospitals, recreation centers, etc….
Mr. Iran Jackson is also an author, artist and student going to college for a bachelor’s degree in Theology.  The books that he as authored to date are “Open Your Eyes”, “Face the Truth: I’ll tell u like this,” and “Firm Foundation.” He currently resides in Germantown seeking greater clarity towards truth and justice.
Mr. Jackson showcased some of his artistic (drawing) selections during our interview. He is currently working on a comic book that is to be released imminently.
In short, Iran Jackson is an interesting person with multiple talents and a serious commitment and dedication to his community! Better known as “I jay Jackson,” he can be reached at:

David Lawrence, an artist, gallery owner, and art consultant specializes in Investment Art.  His gallery is located in Germantown at 10 W. Harvey Street.
	Mr. Lawrence’s commenced his formal education in New York City. He attended the New York High School for Creative and Performing Arts. He also attended college in New York City. 
	As an artist, Mr. Lawrence has studied ancient Egyptian culture which has influenced his artistic muse. When touring his work place, he presented the relevance and connection of ancient civilization and math. Fascinated by his enthusiasm to inform us about the brilliance of artists and the importance of education, Mr. Lawrence provided detailed examples of the power of art.
	Being a gallery owner also affords him the opportunity to sell the work of famous artists such as Laurie Cooper, Andre Turner, Samuel Byrd and many more. His are gallery is named “Art on the Avenue” which is like entering an art museum. There are a plethora of carvings, masks, mini prints, and reproductions of original art.  
	For more information, please contact Mr. David Lawrence by phone at 267-285-6072, email Artontheave@comcast.ne. or website www.Artontheavenue.biz. The Gallery hours are by appointments only.
	

Ms. Carla Lee is an artist. She is the former owner of a nail salon and Boutique. She designs clothes and hand paints, shirt, bags, and furniture.
     	Her current venture in entrepreneurship is the sale of jewelry. Carla designs, makes, and sells unique jewelry. This one of a kind jewelry is made of copper, silver or gold festooned with semi-precious stones.
Her specialty is dream catchers. She makes jewelry that may be purchased at Niemar Marcus, Windfall, Randolph’s fire jewelry, Nordstrom’s, Rice’s Flea Market and Renee Bolden’s Designs.
Ms. Lee has a daughter that makes jewelry and she sells her daughter’s jewelry. When we interviewed Ms. Carla, she elucidated about her jewelry, business and life goals. She indicated that her passion is making beautiful jewelry. Her goal is to sell her jewelry to more department stores across the country! Presently, she co-owns a Boutique called Lamaj Damor. The Boutique is located at 7108 Germantown Ave. Philadelphia. PA 19119  
For more information contact: Ms. Carla Lee at her web site www.cilijewelry.com or 215-429-2454.				 

Carlene Neal is the Regional Director at the Philadelphia Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission. Her job is to investigate prohibited discrimination because of Race, Color, Religion, Ancestry, age 40 and above, sex, national origin, non-job related disability. She works with the advisory council of (PHRC) as well as local human relation commission. 
If you feel that you have been the victim of discrimination and want to begin the compliant process, you need to file your compliant with one of the commission four regional offices. For the residents of Pennsylvania/ Philadelphia you may utilize the Philadelphia regional office.
Philadelphia Regional Office
711 State Office Building, 1400 Spring Garden Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130
Voice: (215) 560-2496
Text Telephone (TT/TTY): (215) 560-3599
Carlene M. Neal, Regional Director

Mr. Leon Robinson is an advocate, activist and community organizer who works for the Neighborhood Advisory Committee (N.A.C).  He is a resident of Germantown and knows what services are available to families in need whether they reside in the Germantown area or not.
The Neighborhood Advisory Committees office was incorporated on July 22 1968. It is a community based organization whose primary goal and function is community development. The service allows community residents the opportunity to improve and take leadership roles. In general, NAC provide a host of services such as home repair, emergency plumbing, food service, tax delinquency, zoning, rent, mortgage, relocation fund referrals. In addition, NAC can provide assistance with job searching, computer usage, and grants for college. 
Whether you live in the Germantown Community or not, it is highly recommended that you contact your NAC office to see how they can benefit you and your community. For more information, please contact your local NAC office. Mr. Leon Robinson could be reached at LeonRobinsonjr@yahoo.com

There is a new banquet hall in Germantown at 220 W. Chelten Avenue named the Temptation’s Banquet facility. This business is owned by a gentleman named Mr. Dennis Thompson.
Mr. Thompson established his banquet facility in 2006. The original building was in a pile of bricks. Through hard work, dedication, and a great deal of his personal sacrifice, Mr. Dennis Thompson has created an elegant Banquet hall. 
 We found Mr. Thompson to be a hard working man. He was one of the first African Americans to own a business in the gallery. After having his hearing impaired due to a bomb in Vietnam, he overcome future economic struggles to become a proud own of an exquisite facility. 
 His facility can accommodate 600 people. The Banquet facility hosts weddings, private parties, repasts, concerts and line dancing classes. The Temptation Banquet Hall is quickly becoming the premier location for the city’s hottest galas and events.
Temptations will cater your event also! This beautiful hall will certainly serve as the perfect setting for your most memorable occasion. To book your event call: Mr. Dennis Thompson at (215) 849-7000 or (215) 286-1005.  
If your looking for a reason to socialize in a befitting place know that Temptations regularly hosts 1st Friday (Oldies), 2nd Friday (Soul line dance show) and Thursday’s (oldies 7pm to 12pm).     
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